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The Players

The First Afghan War is one of the great anomalies of history. It was a war that defied the law my of
enemyds enemy.

The British

Britain had long since stopped regarding France as the major threat to the Empire. Over the last

century Russia had doubled in size to the amazement of all Europe. However the Russian advance

hadnét sl owed and now was closing towards I ndia. Brit
capture all central Asia and saw destabilising Britishindi a as the best way to achi e\
fear was Russia establishing itself south of the Hindu Kush, the mountain range just north of Kabul.

While beyond the mountains any army invading India would have to march across a logistical

nightmare. But if Afghanistan was captured the Russians could build up a force and march onto the

plains of India with little hindrance.
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The Afghans

Afghanistan was weak and disunited, ruined by a civil war but under tight control of a competent

leader, the usurper Dost Muhammad Khan. Afghanistan was still divided though and many tribes
disliked Dost Muhammad Khanés heavy handed rule. To
puppet prepared to cross its borders. To the north Russia was advancing with alarming speed

annexing all to her south and already under Russian intrigue the tribes of Turkestan. To the East lay

Britain, enemies with both Russia and Persia and becoming increasing alarmed at the Russian

advance.

So what stopped these two countries, Britain and Afghanistan, with the same enemies becoming
allies?
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